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& 5 HE very ed binden which G in the 
=: of government of Fort. St. George in Auguſt laſt, by ſeizing the 
© paris of the Governor within the limits of his garriſon *, is a mat- 
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ceſſary to ſtate the n Points, and fix the attention of the TO 
0 ck t to chem. 


" 


7 - The motive e Alligned for this act of violence, viz. The 1 . 
"we of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke; which requires a clear ſtate of 
the Conſtitution of the Government purſuant to the Company”s Cn 


miſſion, confirmed by the uniform uſage in the ſervice for 100 Years, 
and the 8 2 Charter of 17 5 . nen Courts of Juſtice. | 

The fat and manner of removing the Governor, Lord Pigot, 
"from his office, and "_— him by wilitary, force: -- 


22 "The 5 cc That Lok Pigot x was TOW Yo to the Nabob, 
ho had - every thing to fear from his Lordſhip" s obtaining the 
"® 4 werfe of a majority in Council.” 


4. ny laſtly. How far the approbation of the Covenon-General 


revolution? | 4 


* The limits of A garriſon indiſputably extend to all the guards belonging to that garriſon, 
B 


ter of ſo much importance to this country, that it is not wonderful | 
v1 it ſhould have engaged the attention of the Pubick, but the volu- 
minous publications, without aſſigning other reaſons, make it ne- 
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and Council of Deng can be admitted to give a ſanction to the : 
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1 ſhall confine | myſelf to what the public records prove, or to 
what came under my own cognizance, and ſhall therefore pay no 
attention to the reports of conferences ſaid to have paſſed between the 


Nabob and Lord Pigot*. 


I cannot conceive it neceſſary for Lord Pigot's friends, or the 
friends of the gentlemen who ſupported the legal government, to 
anſwer any aſperſions which adventurers or hirelings may think 
proper to throw upon them. The records of the Company will 
prove that many of thoſe aſperſions are entirely groundleſs, and. all 
of them are exaggerated or miſregreſented. Of this the candid pub- 


lick will be convinced, when ever they think proper to enter into 
an Examination of the conduct of Lord Pigot and the members of 


the Fort St. George Council. I fhall repeat here, what I ſaid in 
the General Court of Proprietors, that I am ready to ſtand my 


trial, and deſire no partiality, 'confident that I have ever done my 
duty to the Company, and that if in the examination there ſhall 


appear any want of evidence, I will wave the great privilege: of 
an Engliſhman, and ſubmit to be tried a ſecond time on that 


* Fn the pamphlet called 6 Original Papers, tranſmitted by the Nabob of Arcot to his 


agent in Great Britain,” p. 57, is a letter from Madras, dated roth Odiober, by the 


Grenville, mentioning that the Swallow would fail in a few days: The Swallow ſailed the 
10th Offober, and was to have fſailed' ſooner. The Grenville left Madraſs in September ! 
This requires no comment. In the ſame letter, it is boldly aſſerted the paper, on which 
Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended, was to be ſigned by order of the Prefident 
and Council.” Unfortunately for that fide of the queſtion, the Proclamation, and all the 
papers publiſhed by thoſe gentlemen who vſurped the government, expreſs that it was 


by order of Council, This was unqueſtionably tending to introduce: azarchy, and on this 


ground the two gentlemen, who, by fering this order to the ſecretary, thereby made 


it an 3%, were liable to fuſpenſion, to which they were not whilſt it remained only 
Aan opinion. 0 


ESI 


evidence. The perſonal ſcurrility and abuſe with which the news- 
papers are crowded, ſhew the weakneſs of the cauſe in which they 


are employed, and are undeſerving notice. Having faid thus much, 
' I perſuade myſelf the publick will, however, forgive me in taking 
this occaſion to give the lie direct to the author, whoever' he may 


be, of that falſe aſſertion or inſinuation, that I was kicked at Madraſs. 


1. For the particular relation of the ſuſpenſion of Meſſ. Stratton 
and Brooke, and of the ſteps which led to it, 1 ſhall refer to part of 


Lord Pigot's narrative, publiſhed by Admiral Pigot; this narrative is 


not eſſentially different from his Lordſhip's Letter to the Court of 


— Vol. II. p. 24. 


1 ſhall here introduce an extract of a letter I received from a 


diſtinguiſhed officer in his Majeſty's ſervice, who was in the Eafl- 
. during great part of the laſt war. 


125 The proclamation which contains their PER for this 
conduct, don't juſtify it upon charging his Lordſhip with 
0 purſuing meaſures detrimental to the Company, but that he 
| «would not aſſent to meaſures they propoſed, which he Judged 
to be contrary to _ intereſt of the nen 


5 They 8 to juſtify em, upon a prineiple as 
« falſe as it is replete with miſchief and diſorder in Government: 
„which is, that a majority in Council can make an act of 
4 Council without the concurrence of the Preſident. This is 
« a poſition that carries with it too groſs an ignorance and ab- 
« ſurdity to ſuppoſe that even themſelves ſeriouſly believed it. 
„Our Colonies are modeled with a reſemblance to our Ge- 
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= vernment at home ; Y the King's with us, ſo with mem 
t the Governor's aſſent, is neceſſary to make an Act of Council 
valid; and the power of n is e _ in 


4c the Governor. 


* 8 9 oo * * 23 " + 


« The Council is eſtabliſhed to adviſe, and at the ſame time 


t to be a cheque upon the Governor, ſo that without the con- 


4 currence of a majority with him, his acts are not valid; as 
* he on tlie other hand is a cheque upon them by his negative, 
It is a mixed nr — with the Governor and 

* Council. | 


118 But if the Governor's negative is taken away, and that 

t the majority of council, without his conſent, can paſs acts 
* or laws, the intended ballance of the Government between 
<4 Preſident and Council is deſtroyed, The Government then 
e reſts wholly in the hands of the Council, and the title of 
4% Governor is wholly inſignificant. He becomes reduced to 
ee nothing more than a ſimple member of the council, 


« If our Govetnments in India were eſtabliſhed upon this 
e ſtrange principle of theirs, what would be the conſequence? 
„Why, the thirſt of power, and the profits that accrue from 
4 it, would always i in every ſettlement lead a majority of the 
* Council to league together to govern the Governor, or lay 
4 him quite aſide, as they have done Lord * | | 


| 46 This act of theirs quite aſtoniſhes me, it is, J think, one 
<« of the moſt audacious barefaced acts of violence againſt go- 
9 vernment, I eves heard of,” 8 


4 
It may perhaps be ſaid by the abettors of the preſent ſelf-conſti- 
tuted Adminiſtration of Madraſs, that this Officer argues from his 


idea of what the Governments in the Company's Settlements in India 
ought to be, inſtead of what it really ic, and has been. It will, 


therefore, be neceſſary now to conſider attentively, what the Com- 
pany's Records ſay of the original conſtitution. | 


In Conſultation. the gth July, I entered a minute, © that from a 


c careful peruſal of the Company's commiſſion of government, I 
found that the Council was appointed the better to enable the Governor 


ce to manage the affairs of the Company; that I could not ther efore 


« think the Council were, either by the letter or ſpirit of that 
« commiſſion, intended to manage the Company's affairs without 
the Covernor.” To this no anſwer was made. The majority, 
by forced conſtructions of old orders, afterwards, endeavoured to 
prove that the majority were the government; but they could urge 
nothing poſitive; and I replied to their minute, proving from the 
Company's records, that the Company did not underſtand the 
conſtitution to be ſuch as they inferred. However, the commiſſion 
of government was the proper authority, and they could urge 
nothing from it in ſupport of their poſition, except the puerile 
conſtruction of the ſentence © unto our ſaid Preſident and Governor, 
'& &c. and to our Council aforenamed, or the major part of them,” 
which involved this abſurdity, that if all the members of the 
Council were preſent, the Governor's concurrence was [neceſſary to 
make an act of government, but that if only a part of the Council 
was preſent, the major part could act without the Governor. 


Some people have objected to the authority of the early records 


of the Company, as to9 problematical, and have queſtioned whether 


GC 


438000 


the powers veſted in the Governor, before the union of the two 
Companys, can be admitted in proof of the Preſident's being an 
integral and eſſential part of the Government; and ſome men have 
even boldly aftirmed, that the original conſtitution contradicts this 
poſition; and veſts the efficient power in the majarity without the 
Preſident. 


Upon the union of the two Companys, Thomas Pitt was Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George, i in this office he continued after the union, 
but it appears from the records, he had not a new commiſſion as 
Governor, at leaſt there is no ſuch commiſſion to Governor Pitt in 
thoſe records. | | 


The next commiſſion of Government, is dated 21ſt January, 
x708, to Gulſton Addiſon, and the firſt, after the perfect union of 
the two Companies, is dated 2 2d Decr. 1710, to Edward Harriſon; 
the form is the ſame as the recent commiſſions, viz, * to be Pre- 

% fident and Governor of, and for all our affairs on the coaſt 
« of Choromandel, &c. and of all the territories thereunto 
* belonging, and of all and ſingular the Forts, &c. thereof; 
and to execute all the powers and authorities thereunto 
« appertaining, by order and direction of the Court of Di- 
« rectors of the ſaid united Company for the time being, and 
to continue in the exerciſe of the ſame during our and their 
pleaſure, and until the contrary thereof ſhall be ſignified under 
« the ſeal of the ſaid united Company,“ and 20 the end that 
the /aid Edward Harriſon, Eſq; may be better enabled to order 
« and manage all the affairs of us the ſaid Company, we do by 


** In the recent commiſſions is added, & or under the hands of 13 or more of the 
« Court of Directors of the ſaid Company for the time being.” 


theſe preſents conſtitute and ordain 


13 


to be ad of 
our Council at Fort St. George, ——— to, be, 3d &c. for 
governing and managing all the ſaid Company's affairs upon 
the coaſt of Choromandel, &c. and we do hereby give and 
grant unto our ſaid Pręſident and Governor, and to our Coun- 
cil aforenamed, or the major part of them, WHEREOF OUR 
SAID PRESIDENT TO BE ALWAYS ONE, (the whole Council 
being duly ſummoned) full power and authority from time to 
time to rule and govern, &c. and the ſaid united Company 
do hereby order and require all our factors, ſervants, - officers, 
and ſoldiers within the limits of the faid Prefidency, and 
all the people and inhabitants, &c. to conform, ſubmit and 
yield due obedience unto HIM the ſaid Edward Harriſon, Eſq 
our Preſident and Governor and his Council accordingly.” 


The 1ſt Commiſſion in which the words, WHEREOF OUR | SAID 
PRESIDENT TO BE ALWAYS ONE, are omitted, is to Francis Haſtings, 
x9th December, 1719. But the Court of Directors, in their general 
letter of that date, order, © That Mr. Collet do ſurrender the Go- 


IF 74 
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vernment to his ſaid ſueceſſor, Mr. Haſtings, immediately 
upon his arrival, that the Pre/igent, Mr. Haſtings, with the 
reſt of the Fort St. George Council, take upon them the 
management of the Company's affairs according to the 
USUAL CUSTOM and our ſtanding rules,” which demonſtrates, 


that the omiſſion of thoſe words, \ was not meant to convey any 
change in the conſtitution. | 


The 4 of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke does not ſeem to 
8 have been conſidered by the n in its proper light: en : 


3 


EV 


as Lord Pigot was, that the Preſident's concurrence was effential 


to conſtitute an act of government; aſſured that the majority had 


bound themſelves by an oath to ſtand by one another, and having 


ſuch good grounds to expect that matters would be carried to the 
utmoſt extremity, if he gave way in one inſtance, as he could not 
afterwards make any ſtand in ſupport of the conſtitution ; when he 


| found they were determined not to acquieſce in his requeſt to refer 


the matter to the Court of Directors, but were reſolved to carry 
their reſolution into effect; it was conſidered what means could be 
taken to prevent this ſubverſion of the conſtitution, in caſe they 
ſhould perſiſt in the reſolution they had expreſſed of giving an 
order to the ſecretary to iſſue inſtructions to Col. Stuart, By Order 
of Council, as this order was unqueſtionably unwarrantable, and 


tending to introduce —_— 


The mode purſued was the only one which could be thought of; 0 
and, amongſt the various opinions of men, I have not heard one 
ſuggeſtion how the Preſident could have maintained his autho- 


rity in any other manner! To have given it up, would have 


been meanly to deſert his truſt, and make himſelf the n. 


ble inſtrument of oppreſſion. 


It has been alledged, that 7200 dee ſhould not have been 
joined in one charge; but their offence' was exactly the ſame, and 
if the charge had been againſt one only, it muſt have been nuga- 
tory, as it would be abſurd to expect men to condemn 'themſelves, 


and the Preſident never claimed a right of acting without the majority. 


By the ſuſpenſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, Lord Pigot 
broke a ſettled majority againſt him, but he did not require to 


Tan F<. 
get a majority in his favour, and had not even made himſelf ac- 
quainted with Mr. Lathom's ſentiments, although, knowing the 
rectitude of his own intentions, he did not doubt of that gentleman's 


Wepper. 
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When the members of the oppoſition, to incite mutiny and 
ſedition, circulated in the garriſon their proteſt, it was unanimouſly 
reſolved to ſuſpend them, and to put Sir Robert Fletcher under 
arreſt, to be tried as a military man by the Iaws of his country ; 
his pretended friends, who alledge his lie was in danger. 
forget - that they thereby admit his conduct would have been pu- 5 
niſhed with death by a court-martial; and they do little honour to 
the characters of the officers, if they think he would have been 


condemned . 


The 2 of Sir Robert Fletcher's being put under arreſt, is 
unneceſlary to be dwelt on; but I muſt take notice, that this arreſt 
was not by order of Lord Pigot alone, as has been induſtriouſly 
propagated, but was ifſued by the Secretary, by order of the Preſi- 
dent and Council; which order, ſo ſigned by the Secretary, may 
be ſeen in Vol. I. P. 384. However, his Lordſhip had an un- 
doubted right to put Sir Robert Fletcher under arreſt, as will ap- 

pear from the following extract of the Company General Letter 


t contains ras f OY - 1 . 96 
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Par. 24. We do lub Eſtabliſh as a 700 tive order never t h 
he departed from, that the civil. power in all our ſ&tlements 
« ſhall be ſuperior to and command the military ; that our 
« Governor, for the time being, ſhall be conſidered, by virtue 
« of the commiſſion he bears from us, (derived from the 
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Company's charter) as FERN Wo in Chief of our Forces, 
de the SUPERIOUR MILITARY OFFICER, and in conſequence. 
„thereof inveſted with a power of commanding all others, _ 
te of putting ſuch in arreſt who ſhall diſobey his orders, and 
in general with every other power belonging to a ſuperiour 
* or commanding officer: And if at any time any officer in 
e our ſervice, of WHAT RANK SOEVER, even though he 
<« ſhould bear a brevet or commiſſion from the King, ſhall 
t refuſe to obey the orders of our Governor, or ACKNOW= 
| « LEDGE HIMSELF SUBJECT tO ARREST by HIS COMMAND, 
it is our poſitive order that ſuch officer be FROM THAT 
* MOMENT DISMISSED OUR SERVICE. 


Phe. 2 4. * « We eine ourſelves that General Lawrence, ſee- 
« ing the dangers that muſt attend a doubt concerning the 
„ right in a military command, will be equally ſenſible of 
<« the propriety, we may ſay NECESSITY, of eſtabliſhing the 
foregoing order WITHOUT EXCEPTION or PERSONS.” 


This matter was debated in Council, and Lord Pigot's com- 
miſſion. as Commander in Chief .of the troops belonging to the 
garriſon of Fort St. George, was read: It was admitted, that by 

this commiſſion, he held the ſame authority no within the limits 
5 of his garriſon as he did formerly over the whole coaſt; but it 
_ = was alledged, Sir Robert Fletcher did not belong to the garriſon. | 
b | The words of. the commiſſion, all commiſſion officers, &c. belong- 
25 E to our military forces, and all the people and inhabitants 
- employed. or reſiding in our ſaid fort, garriſon, and town,” were 
. — 4 too n, to be explained er. | 


TH Gn 
2. J ſhall refer to Lord Pigot's account of what paſſed after putting 


Sir Robert Fletcher under an arreſt, and ſuſpending Meſſrs. Floyer, - 


Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, and ſhall add | Colonel Stuart's 
reports; the only circumſtance mentioned by his Lordſhip, which 
Colonel Stuart contradicts, is concerning the invitation to dinner, 


and that is a very trivial circumſtance. It is true a ſpeech has 


been publiſhed for him when he ſeized Lord Pigot, but this ſpeech is 


not at all countenanced by his own report, and is directly contrary 


to Lord Pigot's account of what paſſed. 


1 cannot conclude this ſubject better than thy the extract of a 
letter from a perſon in a 2 ſtation of the law. 


4 look on the proceedings at Madraſs with aſtoniſhment. 1 lay 


d afide every conſideration of the right or the wrong of the cauſe : 
«© What affects me, is the manner in which the reſolution was effected; 
«and the igſlruments uſed. If civil officers are to employ an army in 


„ ſuch a buſineſs, and to thank and reward an army for ſuch _ 


« ſervices, it will make an army very expert in political arith- 
e metic; they will ſoon know how to calculate the value of their 
e ſervices, and if they get ſo much from A for ſeizing B, they 


* will conſider how much they may get from C for cutting A's 
ce throat. If they go no farther than they have done, either oy . 


e or _ their new pc it will be ſtrange.” 5 


3. This groundleſs apprehenfton of danger to the Nabob, ſeems to 


have had great influence on the minds of the Bengal Council. In 
the papers publiſhed by the Nabob's Agent, p. 107, is a letter Ta 


to be written by General Clavering to Col. Stuart, in which i is 
following paragraph. 
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fog When the conſequences : are well weighed, that would have © 


: 4 reſulted from Lord Pigot's uſurpation of the Government, 


© that the Nabob would have been one of the fi objects of his 
< reſentment, whereby the peace of the Carnatic could not have 

failed being diſturbed. For whether the Nabob had been ſeized 
* or had eſcaped from the danger, in either caſe, I cannot doubt 

© but a war in the Carnatick muſt have been inevitable. 


A letter . a very reſpeAable OE in the law, has the fol- 


lowing words. 


All the publick and private approbations in Bengal are 
* printed and induſtriouſly propagated, but there is not a word 
of the writings to which thoſe were the anſwers; in our 
Courts of Juſtice we will not underſtand the one half of a 
1-9 « correſpondence, and we force the parties, and every one elſe, 
to produce the whole before we give judgment. There is a 
« peculiar neceſſity for this in the preſent caſe—for example, 
Col. Stuart might have wrote a letter to General Clavering, 
* to which the General's anſwer might be an honeſt and ſol- 
« dier-like anſwer, and yet he perhaps would have diſapproved 
« of the Colonels behaviour, as. much as any man, | had * 
« known its whole circumſtances.” | 


a the following b in a letter to the Nabob, 


added by Lord Pigot on the 24th Auguſt, the very day his Lordſhip 
was ſeized, will ſhew that the Nabob had nothing to fear from 


Lord Pigot. 3 | 5 


L 613. J; 


«] am perſuaded ſome. ſubjects are treated on in tkise letter: 

Which are not plealing, to your, Highneſs, it is ny duty only” 
* "Which could compel. me to name them: But the perfect efteem* 
«T eber ave had for your Highneſs, and the friendſhip 1 hase 
bs. always profeſſed, muſt make me ſolicitous that all ydur mea G 
& ſures mould tend to ſtrengthen the friendſhip; between ycf,H̃ 
15 Highneſs and the Company; and if you can point out any manner 


in which 1 kan more fully teſtify my attention to your Ane, 
= will make me happy.” WWW . At 


57 4 nn FR 
' 44144 £44444 
Ant 63 tiy V Bi! * 23 


22 * 


Bold and nba; endes have been matle, bit Lord pie 
took every. occaſion to affront and injure the Nabob, and if” the let-⸗ | 
ter to the Nabob from his Lordſhip Undia Houſe papers, voll 1, „p. 


300, Nahob's Agents original. papers, p. 5, ind 6.) can be 0 . # 


Airued -g Ke: imſolent; it muſt indeed be confeſſed, that it will be impo[- 
ſible { to make any reply to the Nabbb's Agent, *till he has' püblihe! 


a new dictionary of his Engliſh language, as none of che preſent : 


exiſting dictionarys give a ſenſe to the word inſolent at all applic ble - 
to that letter. In this dictionary he may introduce his friend, the | = 
Governor General of Bengal's definition of the expreſſion e/corted, 
which according to him, “ N implies,; arręſting by military. 
force, and bringing away + force;” under which deſcription, the 
Light Horſe who eſcort his Majeſty | to and from Richmond, mar 
be brought to trial for high treaſon, with as, much Suſan as * 5 21 


_— Tas dag, hoftiities K the Nabob. OT) Sas bin 


As non Pigot s letters to the 'Nabob were 1 in Couneil, vo 


as the expreſſions in thoſe letters, to which objection was apes, [huts 


were altered in ane It muſt, to dne candid publick, appear 
E 
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very WE | that thoſe letters ſhould be confi "IT as the MY 
of i imputation om his. Lordfhip alone, as every member of the Coun=-:. 
cil, who made no objeQion to the letter, is equally reſponſible as, the. ; 
Preſident. His Lordfhip. had no intercourſe with the Nabeb, but.. 
by letter, f June, to the time of his impriſonment; 3 80 that . 
it was not in his power to have affronted the Nabob perſonally; his 
| Lordſhip's ſetter to the Court of Directors, dated 22d June, 1776. 
vol. I, pi 2745 ſhews; that he had not then any enmity to the 
Nabob; who, his Lordſhip thought, was milled by evil counſellors. 


1 nn . Lord Pigor to reply to the groundleſs charges and 
aſſertions in the Nabob's.correſpondence; but his Lordſhip ſaid, that 
ſuch a rep] y was juſt what the Nabob's European Counſelors wanted, 
as they would. claim a. merit in writing for him a rejoinder: that he 
did not wiſh to carry on a paper war with the Nahob, and that 
e Company's records „ee would be the beſt refutation. 
of thoſe e Hin engen Tee ra 


29 7 


11 © CF 10 


7 711 N 1415 Gli. 
14 it; 


4- How far the approbatiog, of the Suns Gune acbb * 
cil- of Bengal can give a ſanction to the revolution? tue 2005970: 


i028 
The Governor-General and Council of Bengal have: eee 
given their approbration of the conduct of Meſſrs. Stratton, &c. in: 
depriving Lord Pigot of the Government; this violent and illegal 4 Mi 
is condemned by all patties! How then can any. one urge the opi- 
nion of the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, when their 
deciſion i is ſo bars wan mids 5 1 4 | YO OY 


- 2111 { 4 . 4 . 1 


- 1 am unwilling to enter into A long lat wy the Bengal! 
reſolutions; the more. particularly as the paper Which have been 
publiſhed ſhew'the Gentlemen there have been miſled, 


„ 


an, r 


1 1. Lins tan. 20874 10 L 211. 

; mm 2 teter'(p » N. I 7% "of papers publiſhed; by the Naehe Agen 
there is a. relation of what paſſed on the 24th Auguſt at. the Nabob's 
gardeti, 0 * very different from the truth, that I think it neceſſary 
to give an account of the particular ſo fax as came within my o 
knowledy ge. On, receiving, intelligence. at the Company's garden 
hoüſes ak Lord Pigot was ſeized and carried to the Nabob 's, I im- 
mediately propoſed going with the Seapoy guard the back way, and 
took a ſword, out.gf one of, the black people's hand: Mr. Monckton, 
Captain Abercromby,, Wn England „land ſome others were pre- 
ſent, we prevent to, the gate between the! Coinpany's/ghrden”and' 
the ' Nabob's, bu ut when we, came to the gate, we found ix made falt 
with a padlock, the key of which. it was ſaid was at the Company's 
garden houſe; we ſent up; for the key, but it was not to be found; 225 
in the mean while, intelligence was brought us, that the Garriſon 

had ſubmitted to Mr. Stratton. Mr. Monckton then ſaid he would 
go round tlie 6ther way*to the Nabob's, and ſee if they would re- 
fuſe to let him in, I offered to accompany him, and he was enquir. 
ing for a ſword, when it was obſerved it would be better to go 
unarmed, and I gave back that I had; when Mr. Monckton and I 
came near the Nabob's gate, we-ſaw a chaiſe driving towards it, we 
ran after it as faſt as we could, and paſſed through the gate and guards; 
| I overtook the chaiſe in which were the Nabob's eldeſt ſon and 

Lieutenant George Mackay, I laid hold of the ſon's arm, upon which 
he aſked what was the matter? I replied his friend Mr. Monckton: 
wanted to ſpeak to him, upon which they ſtopped the chaiſe; but 
Lieutenant Mackay did not draw or offer to draw his ſword: I then 
aſked the Nabob's ſon where Lord Pigot was? telling him I heard _ 
his Lordſhip. was there: he aſſured me upon his honour he was not. 
Preſently Mr. Monckton came up, but ſo exhauſted with the violent 
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: making FY complaint on this: ſubject, upon \which- he mentioned to A 


( 160 


exertion that 1 could not ſtand, and he ſat down in the chaiſe, 
They told us Lord Pigot was carried to the Mount, and mentioned 

7 7 111 
the, particulars.of Mr. Stratton d being declared ' Governor on the, 
parade by Gul. Stuart. The Nabob's fon left us to g0 1 to h his father 


and: ſoon: after returned, When ke gave U his chaiſe to carry us back | 


$305 ir ( *3 


to,.the Company's garden houſe: of did Hot eyen bee the N Nabob 's. 


heh, mah def; bit pong 46d Alf Morickton ale} were both 10 | 


IC: 


us. without arms and bad nöt one Sea y near us. A i 65 


pas rr 2d ad bung vog soc. 21 (ivr gniog 230G91)] Y 974 


| Mc. Noskran informed me, that he heard "the Nabob inte ed 


aalen Hughes whit had paſſed; and Sir Edward told me, that 

on aſking the Nabob, he expreſſecdd aſtoniſhment declaring. that 
he did not mean to make any complaint of Mr. Nofekton, fa ſaying, | 
Mr. Mongkton was his very good! „ 
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A P P E N D IX. 


Extract of 1 Pigat's 8 Narcarl ve; vide Paper publiſhed by 
| Admiral Pigot, p. 5. 


"HE Company? 8 orders to reſtore the Tanjour country? were 
as honourable to the Engliſh name, as they were diſpleaſing 


to the Nabob; who, to zntcref# men in his behalf; or to make the 


moſt he could out of that Country, had given fankas, or orders 
for the payment of money, to a very large amount on the Tanjour 
country; according to the Dobbeer*s account equal to three mil. 


lions of Pagoda, or 1,200,000/7. but, according to other reports, 


only about 72 | millions of pagodas, 


On the ag of May the Preſident and Council reſolved, that 
the Nabob's orders on the Tanjour country were inadmiſſible, in 
conſequence of the Company*s inſtructiůons to reftore the Rajah to 
the full poſſeſſion of his country, The Preſident and Council at 
the ſame time refolved, that the private claims in that conntry, 
which Mr. Benfield made to the amount of about 200,000 pa- 
godas, or 80, ooo. were not ſufficiently explained to form any 


opinion thereupon. . Mr. Brooke concurred in this reſolution; but 


a few days after he deſired the matter might be reconſidered ; 
and on reconſidering the reſolution of the 29th of May, Mr. 
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Brooke — againſi confirming it, by which means it was in 
Hat reſcinded, Mr. Stratton having joined the oppoſition before, 


« Afcer reſcinding the reſolution of the 29th of May, the King 
of Tanjour wrote to his Vaqueel, expreſſing his apprehenſions 
at a report propagated, that I was ſpeedily to return to England. 

I gave the Vaqueel my aſſurances, that there was no truth in 
" -— © this report; but I thought it abſolutely neceſſary to quiet the 
Rajah's alarms, by fending a perſon of conſequence thither, in 
whom the Rajah could confide, and propoſed Mr. Ruſſell. I 
thought, that he was in every reſpect a proper perſon to gain 
the Rajah's confidence, and to convince him, that the Com- 
pany's good intentions towards him would be put in execution; 
and Mr. Ruſſell having in Council given me his ſupport, this 
appointment would be a teſtimony to the Rajah, that my influ- 
_ ence in Council was not entirely loſt, as had been induſtriouſly 
propagated. I propoſed Mr. Ruſſell to be Chief at Tanjour | 
with a Council *; but that queſtion was carried againſt me. I 
then . that Mr. Ruſſell might be ſent to Tanjour 
as Reſt dent, and he was accordingly appointed by the Preſident's 
caſting vote. But the 26th of July, the very day of Mr. Daw- 


ſon's n that gentleman, who had always given me his 
ſupport 


* T: has been boldly, though falſely aſſerted, that Mr. Ruſſell was not appointed 
 Refident at Tanjour by the Preſident and Council, but propoſed by the Preſident alone, 
and his propoſition rejected by the Majority; and that in conſequence of their re- 
fuſing their conſent he would not agree to Col. Stuart's appointment; Col. 'Stuart's ap- 
plication to Sir Robert Fletcher was dated June 22, and read in Conſultation the 25th, 
when it was ordered to lie on the table; on the 8th of July Mr. Ruſſell was appointed 
| Refident (Vide Conf. vol. 2, p. 3 9) by Preſident's caſting voice; and on the gth of July 
Col. Stuart was appointed. | 


10 


N ſupport, being obliged to return to England on account of the 
bad ſtate of his health, the moment the Secretary had read 
the minutes of the former conſultation, Mr. Jourdan abruptly 
declared he had a motion about the Committee of Circuit, ac- 
companied by a minute, which he threw down upon the table 
to the Secretary, without having had even the courteſy to com- 
municate it to me as Preſident; and this motion, without its 
having been read, or even its contents having been in any man- 
ner explained in Council, was ſeconded by Mr. Mackay. This 
motion was for the Committee of Circuit to proceed immedi- 
ately. The obvious intention of it was 0 prevent Mr. RuſjelPs 
going to Tanjour, the neceſſity for which was become the more 
urgent, by the refuſal of the majority to grant the Rajah's re- 
queſt, that Lieutenant-Colonel Harper might be continued in the 
command of Tanjour, and propoſing to ſend Colonel Stuart, who 
was known to be intimately connected with thoſe perſons, who 
had uniformly oppoſed my meaſures concerning Tanjour, and 
with others, at leaſt ſuſpected by the Rajah to have been in- 
ſtrumental in bringing upon him all the diſtreſſes which he has 
ſuffered. It was alſo confidently reported, that Colonel Stuart 
had for a pecuniary conſideration engaged to manage the concerns 
of thoſe people in the Tanjour country. So circumſtanced, I re- 
| peatedly requeſted, that Mr. Ruſſell might be allowed to pro- 
- ceed to Tanjour, F it was but for a few days. This was, 
however, refuſed by the majority, conſiſting of Mr. Stratton, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Floyer, Mr. Palmer, Mr. 
Jourdan and Mr. Mackay; who, I was aſſured, had bound 
themſelves by an oath to ſupport each other. Upon the oppoſi- 
tion's refuſing to let Mr, Ruſſell procure to Tanjour, conform 


. 


1 
able to his appointment, I declared I would not give my aſſent 
to Colonel Stuart's going thither, till Mr. Ruſſel was gone, for 
the reaſons before mentioned“. At laſt the majority, on the 
22d of Auguſt, determined to order the Secretary to ſign in- 
ſtructions to Colonel Stuart, by order of Council, IJ having re- 
fuſed to give them the ſanction of my name. On this occaſion 
I repreſented the many inconveniencies which would ariſe ; the 
fatal conſequences to themſelves; the difficulties it muſt lay 
Officers under, who are by their own commiſſions ordered to obey 

the Preſident and Council, and are by the commiſſion of govern- 
ment required to obey me the Preſident and Governor and my 
Council, without any the ſmalleſt authority being given to the ma- 
zority of the Council ever the Officers, foldiers, Oc. I inſiſted, the 
name of the Preſident wwas neceſſary. to make an act of govern- 
ment. I admitted, that the Preſident was generally required to 
concur with the majority of the Council for the carrying on 
the buſineſs of the Company without interruption ; but, when 
he thought meaſures tended to the eſſential detriment of the 
Company, it was not only his right, but his duty to put a ne- 
gative thereon; which, however, a Preſident would not do, 
but in caſes of neceſſity, as he made himſelf ſolely reſponſeble. I 
obſerved, that my experience in a ſervice of forty years confirmed 
me in this poſition, that the Preſident's name was neceſſary to 
| | make 


'* The Nabob had taken infinite pains to prevent Mr. Ruſſel's appointment, although 
this was a matter in which apparently his intereſt was not concerned in any degree; 
This gave grounds to ſuſpect that by the oppoſition to Mr. Ruſſel's appointment, 
% more was meant · than meets the ear,” and the majority remaining inflexible, not 
only to his Lordſhip's repreſentation, but to his requeſt, might very probably confirm 
Lord Pigot in the information he had received of their having bound themſelves by oath. 


£62003] 


make an act of government; that Colonel Stuart's having the 
command of Tanjour was not a matter eſſential to the Com- 
pany's intereſt; and I recommended to them to let the matter 
reſt, till the Company's pleaſure was known, whether a majority 
could act without the Governor, of which the records for 100 
years did not afford one example, although there were mnflances 
of a majority differing in opinion with the Governor*. My 
repreſentations had no weight; the matter had been re- 
peatedly agitated; and, although I wiſhed it might be left to 
the Company's deciſion, I came prepared for all probable events; 
and when, in defiance of every thing I could ſay, my requeſt 
to leave the matter to the Company, and my particular entreaty 
to Mr. Brooke not to ſign any thing of the kind, Meſſ. Strat- 
ton and Brooke did fign the order to the Secretary , I deſired 
to ſee the paper; and it being handed to me, I declared I 
would ſtop the buſineſs in that ſtage, and produced a charge 
againſt thoſe two gentlemen, for an a& ſubverſive of the au- 


thority of government and tending to introduce anarchy, by 
ordering 


„Not to mention the royal charter of 1753, conſtituting the courts of juſtice, in 
which, in almoſt every inſtance where the Council is named, the Governor is expreſsly 
required to be on Lord Pigot on the 22d of Auguſt aſſured them, that if they would 
acquieſce in his claim of putting a negative till the pleaſure of the Court of Directors 
was known, he would not put that negative except on extraordinary occaſions when the 
intereft of the Company was eſſentially at ſtake, 

+ Every perſon who conſiders the commiſſion of government, veſting the authority ; 
in the Prefident and his Council, muſt allow, that iſſuing orders from the Secretary by 
order of the Council, inſtead of the uſual form by order of the Preſident and Council, was 
ſubverſive of the conffi/utional government eſtabliſhed by the Company's commiſſion, 
and tending to introduce anerchy, all officers being required in their commiſſions to 
obey the orders of the / re//dcn! and Council, without any proviſo concerning a ma- 
jority; and that the charge againſt the two members, for figning ſuch a letter to the 


e was well grounded. a 


1 - 
| ordering the Secretary to ſend inſtructions to Col. Stuart, which 
had not been approved and paſſed by the Pręſident and Council, 


« The charge being read, and the fanding orders, requiring, | 
when a charge is made againſt any Members of Council, that 
the party is not to have a feat, I recommended to thoſe 
gentlemen to withdraw; explaining myſelf, that I did not 
mean leaving the room, but that they ſhould quit their ſeats 
at the, Council-table. Some debate ariſing, and a propoſal 
having been made to adjourn, ſome of my friends concurred 
in wiſhing an adjournment, with a view to give the gentle- 
men time to anſwer the charge *; but, they declaring they 
did not conſider it as a charge, and that it did not deſerve 
any anſwer, I moved, that Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke ſhould 
be ſuſpended the Company's ſervice, till their pleaſure be 
known; which was accordingly reſolved in the affirmative 
by my caſting vote. The Council was then adjournedf. 


cc In 


Or remove it by an acquieſcence with the Preſident's former m_ to refer it to 
the Court of Directors, 

+ Objection has been made to the Prefident”s voting on the 1 but he was . 
fieially, not perſonally, concerned; and if the Preſident was debarred voting on buſineſs 
brought before Council by Him in his official capacity, he would almoſt on no occaſion 

be entitled to give a vote. The oppoſition uniformly voted on their own motions. 

They alledge, that the Preſident /aatched out of Mr; Brooke's hand the letter to the 
Secretary. They had aſſerted the ſame thing before in a minute, and appealed to Mr. 
Ruffell, me and Mr. Stone. We gave in a joint minute, declaring, © we ſaw no im- 
* e in the manner the Preſident took the paper * by Meſſrs. Stratton and 
„Brooke.“ 

In their proclamation, by way of proving that Lord Pigot dt the paper out of | 
Mr. Brooke's hand, they remark, that, „as he came from his cloſet prepared, it n 
* have been his intention to ſeixe the paper as ſoon it was ſigned by as many of the ma- 
© jority as he wanted to get rid of ;” that “by his caſting wote he carried the motion 

| Ew * | 


4 * 


1 

* In the evening a ſummons to meet in Council next morn- 
ing at 10 o'clock was ſent to Claud Ruſſell, Eſq; Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Alexander Dalrymple, Charles Floyer, J. M. Stone, 
Archdale Palmer, Richard Lathom, Francis Jourdan, and 
George Mackay, Eſqrs. who, after the ſuſpenſion of Meſſrs. 
Stratton and Brooke, were the only RAY of the Council at 
this place. | On 


& for their ſuſpenſion, that although it was moved to adjourn the Council, previous to 
& his putting the queſtion, he would not hear it, and proceeded and as ſoon as he 
& had effected his deſign, adjourned the aa although the members of the majori;y 
c then ſtaid, and reſaſed to conſent to it. | 
As they were agitated by violent paſſion, it is not wonderful their account of what 
paſſed is not accurate. | 
Before the letter was figned, Lord Pigot had declared, that, although he would not 
call upon gentlemen for their ſentiments on matters not before the board and which 
they might have many reaſons for wiſhing not to give, this letter was intended as a 
public a#, in which every member was concerned. When Mr. Stratton had ſigned it, 
his Lordſhip took the paper, and looked attentively at the ſignature. When Mr. Brooke 
had figned it, his Lordſhip deſired it might be handed to him; Mr. Brooke, perhaps 
not hearing, he being deaf, withheld it, offering it to Mr. Floyer, who ſaid to him” 
Lord Pigot wants to ſee it, or words to that effect: and, from what his Lordſhip had before 
ſaid, it might naturally be inferred, that he meant to hand it over to Mr. Ruſſell, who © 
was next to Mr, Brooke in rank, and fat on the oppoſite fide of the table. | 
When Lord Pigot had PE the paper, he removed it from the quire; and fold- 
ing it up, put it in his pdcket, ſaying, he would ſtop the buſineſs in that ſtage, and 
took out of the other pocket the charge. When it was read, there was the utmoſt 
_ confuſion ; the various members expreſſing their paſſion different ways. Mr, Mackay 
talked of calling in the military; Some called to adjourn. Lord Pigot ſaid, that, having 
giver a charge againſt two members, he; in putſuance of the ſtanding orders, moved, 
That they ſhotld withdraw; explaining himſelf, that he did not mean to leave the 
room, but only their ſeats at the Conncil table. Whether. ar adjournment was to be 
conſidered, or the charge, this undoubtedly was the f Peep in regularity ; for nem - 
bers, againſt whom a charge is made, are unqueſtionably as iricompetent to vote for 
an adjournment, as on any other queſtion, Several of the gentlemen propoſing differ- 


ent things, and all being in 1 ſome erer men particularly Mr. Stratton, 
1 ob- 


„ 


« On Friday 23d Auguſt, ſome of the members, inſtead of 
attending Council, ſent a notary public with the wing | 
| letter. | 


cc «To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, &c, 
„Claud Ruſffell, Alexander Dalrymple, and John 


Maxwell Stone, Eſqrs.* of Council at Fort St. George. 
& laft 


I obſerved, that the proceedings were very irregular, and begged to know, 3 it 
was meant to adjourn to give the gentlemen time to make a reply to the charge, or whe- 
ther, addrefling myſelf then to Mr. Stratton, that paper was intended as a reply; He ſaid, 
he did not conſider it as a charge, and that it did not deſerve any anſwer; Mr. Ruſſell 
had taken him aſide to recommend to him to defire an adjournment. However, both 
the gentlemen declaring to the ſame effect as Mr. Stratton had before done, Lord 
Pigot moved, that they ſhould be /z/þended until the Company's pleaſure be known, 

which was accordingly done ; and I am well convinced that it was not the ſenſe of the 
majority to adjourn on any other conſideration but to give the gentlemen time. Saying 
that the members of the majority fayed and refuſed to conſent to the adjournment, is an 
ambiguous expreſſion. If, by the members of the majority, they mean the members of the 
former majority, or, if they mean to include Mr. Stratton and Mr Brooke, I admit the 
members of the majority were then againſ the adjournment, although ſome of themſelves 
had propoſed it before. But if they mean the majority of the Council preſent, who had ſuſ- 
pended thoſe gentlemen, I am ſure they were for the adjournment ; the minds of men 
being too much inflamed to have ailowed them to tranſact any bufineſs, had it not been 
late in the day. Their reaſoning upon this, being above my comprehenſion, is by me 


unanſwerable. 


* N. B. Theſe gentlemen take no notice of Mr. Latbom, whoſe name was 
in the ſummons ; becauſe, by leaving him out, they appear as a majority, exclu- 
five of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke. But had Mr. Lathom been mentioned, they 
would no longer appear a majority. The members preſent, when Meſſrs. Strat- 


ton and Brooke were ſuſpended, were, 


For the queſtion, | Againſt the queſtion, 
Lord Pigot, Mr Dalrymple, Mr Floyer, Mr. Jourdan, 
Mr. Ruſſell, Mr. Stone. Mr. Palmer, Mr. Mackay. 


Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr, Lathom were abſent. MY 


{ 7 
= My Lord and Gentlemen, 


« We,. whoſe names are. under- written being af; Council 
«and conſtituting a majority hereof, . taking into our moſt 


ſerious conſideration the proceedings upon record at the two 
„ laſt meetings, and more particularly the unexampled out- 


e rage offered to the conſtitution, and arbitrary behaviour to- 
« wards two of our members, by an illegal attempt to ſuſpend 
them, in order by a trick to get a majority, are of opinion, 
that the public ſafety is. in danger by the conduct of Lord 
« Pigot, and you gentlemen, who have ſupported, and by 
every perſon, who ſhall continue to ſupport ſuch meaſures ; 
and we ſhall hold you therefore reſponſible for all the con- 
&« ſequences that may enſue. We the majority of the Board 
« do conſider. ourſelves as the only legal repreſentatives of the 
_ * F onourable Company under this preſidency, and as ſuch we 
have no doubt but all the ſervants of the. Company will | 
6 regard us. | 


„For theſe reafins, and the evident Ulegabity of the ſum- 
* mons* to Council for this morning, in which are omitted 
lan Bas the 


* The Company's commiſſion of government orders, that all the members of Coun- 
cil, except thoſe abſent as chiefs of ſubordinate ſettlements, ſhall be tummoned; and the 
Preſident and majority preſent, all being duly ſummoned, conſtitute the government. 
But the idea, that ſſpended members ſhall be ſummoned to attend, is ridiculous, Had 
Sir Robert Fletcher, and the other members, who were ſummoned to attend next day, 
thought the ſuſpenſion againſt the rules of the Company's ſervice, they ouglit to have 
attended Council, to have diſcuſſed that point, wherein perhaps the majority might 
have concurred in ſentiment with them, which would have indeed conſtituted them 
the majority, though not the government, By their non-attendance, all the legal au- 
thority of the Company devolved on the Preſident and the majority of the members 

, | * | Who 


1 


< the names of Mr. George Stratton wi Mr. Henry 8 

C topo legal members of the board, we cannot, conſiſtently 

with the duty we owe our Honourable Employers, attend 
4 'the faid ſummons. We are, 


1 My Lord and 2 
1 « Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, : 


Rd Signed) GEORGE STRATTON, 
| nt ROBERT FLETCHER, 
HENRY BROOKE, 

CHARLES FLOYER, 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 

* FRANCIS JOURDAN, 

' _ GEORGE MACKAY, 


L In order to give them time to reflect, when this letter 
was read in Council no meaſure was taken thereon. It was 
intended again to ſummon the members, who were not ſuſ- 
- pended, on Monday, by which time it was thought ſome of 
them at leaſt would be ſenſible of the impropriety of their 
behaviour, and make ſuch acknowledgment as was becoming 
on the occaſion. . However, they were very. undeſerving of 
this lenity. They ſent for Charles Bromley, a notary public, 


to 


who were preſent; and had they been actuated with a ſpirit of reſentment, the letter 
was ſufficient ground for ſuſpending the whole: But neither the Preſident, nor any 
other perſon, ſhewed the leaſt defire to carry matters further than was abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary for the Company's intereſt and ſupport of the government they had eſtabliſhed; 
No notice was therefore taken of the letter, as it could not have been taken into con- 
ſideration without proceeding further; and it was underſtood, as the general ſenti- 
ment, that they ſhould be ſummoned to Council again on Monday, that being Friday. 


(9 

to Sir Robert Fletcher's houſe, and ordered him to rirculate 
copies of the fore going letter about town, and among other per- 
ſons to Sir Edward Hughes the commander of his Majeſty's 
ſhips, to the commanders of the Company's ſhips, to the 
Secretaries, to the Town-major, and to the officer of the 
main- guard, &. Many of theſe letters were produced in 
Council, which was again aſſembled after dinner; and, the 
notary public being ſent for, avowed his having circulated 
thoſe letters, by the particular orders of Mr. Stratton and all 
the other gentlemen whoſe names were thereto. This act of 
ſedition could not be paſſed over. Sir Robert Fletcher was or- 
dered into arreſt; Colonel Stuart was appointed to the com- 
mand of the troops; ; and Meſlrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, 
and Mackay, were ſuſpended the W $ _—_— till their 


Pleaſure ſhall be known. 


2 
? 


* * for Colonel Stuart, who came and ſupped with 


me in the fort houſe; as I did not think it prudent,” under 


ſuch circumſtances, to go out of the garriſon to ſupper.” 


| In the morning early, Colonel Stuart ſent his nephew Mr. 
aſil Cochran to me, to know whether I breakfaſted in the 
fort or at the Garden-houſe, that he might wait on me for my 
commands. I replied, that I would do either, as was moſt 
agreeable to Colonel Stuart. Mr. Cochran returned with an 
anſwer, that Colonel Stuart would wait upon me at the Garden- 
houſe, if agreeable: In my way thither, I ſtopt my chaiſe at 
Colonel Stuart's door, when he told me he had appointed 


98 }. 


Colonel Edington to meet him at the drill, and would be at 
the gardens in, about an hour: He accordingly came thither 
to breakfaſt, and acquainted me at the breakfaſt-table, that the 


men were very perfect in their new diſci * and he hoped 
ik to be able to ſhew them to me. 8 


| 
| 
YR 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


1385 After breakfaſt be told me, I would give him leave, he 
would dine with me; and he gave me the following letter. 


„ The Rt. Honble. Lord Pigot, &c. 


« My Lord, Ee" 
« As Iam very imperfectly informed of the ſteps which have 
led to the honour conferred upon me yeſterday, and not think- | 
« ing myſelf entitled to a ſeat in Council as matters are at pre- 
4 ſent circumſtanced, I hope it will be agreeable to your Lop. 
. 4 to allow me this day [and to-morrow] to peruſe the conſul- 
« tations and other papers paſſed in Council on occaſion of theſe 
* unhappy differences. I doubt not but your Lop. will find this 
« requeſt reaſonable; becauſe the practice of the ſervice gives 
« fuch rer to the perſon commanding the forces, Jos his 
1 96 "_ in Council. | 
| I 


* Vide Col. Stuart's report, p. 37s RB which it appears he had before this time 
| formed bis plan for ſeizing the Governor s perſon, Fon | | 


+ The words within L ] eraſed. 


cc 


* 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(29) 


J do not deſire to put your Lop. to the trouble of or- 


dering copies for my uſe. The Seay. need only point 


out to me what is neceſſary for my information; for I wiſh 


to act from information, ſo as to do my duty to my employ- 
ers, according to my oath of fidelity, for the public ſervice 


and with honour to myſelf. 


I truſt therefore your Lop. will be pleaſed to agree to 
this requeſt, before I am called upon to execute any public 
act by authority. I have the honour to be moſt e 


Ane 


« My Lord, 
Tour Lorp's. 
4 Mot obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


| (Signed) © JAMES STUART.” 


I told Colonel Stuart, that I had not the ſmalleſt objection 
to his and the whole world's having every information; that his 
not having a ſeat in Council required this civility the more; 
but that I could never condeſcend to any thing that looked like 
making a bar gain with an officer, Colonel Stuart ſaid, it reſted 


( Ph 
entirely with me to ſatisfy him or not, it was his duty to 
obey. | * 0 5 


&* Colonel Stuart dined with me, and after dinner I invited 
Him to ſupper at the Company's garden-houſe, which invitation 
he accepted. At the ſame time, acquainting me that he had 
no conveyance, he requeſted I would take him with me in my 
chaiſe. I appointed him to come to the fort-hoyſe at fix 
o'clock in the evening. | | 


& As Sir Robert Fletcher's ſucceſſor was ordered by the Com- 
pany to have a ſeat and voice in Council and Committees, when 
military affairs were under deliberation, in the ſame manner 
as at Bombay; I thought it would be handſome to let Colo- 
nel Stuart have an occaſional ſeat in like manner, during the 
time he ated as Commander in Chief. I wrote a note to 
Colonel Stuart, reciting the ſubſtance of the Company's orders 
and deſiring if he had got a copy of the orders to Bombay 
that he would bring it, as it was my wiſh to make every thing 
agreeable to him, | | 


& I that afternoon deſired the gentlemen of the Council to meet 
me in the fort-houſe. Some of the Council differing in ſenti- 
ment from me, on the ſubject of Colonel Stuart's having a ſeat 
in the Council, it was agreed in my apartment, that we would 
not have a regular conſultation in form, but merely a meeting 
without taking places, or ſhutting the door. Colonel Stuart, 
who remained in the conſultation room, had not a copy of the 
orders to Bombay, but gave me a letter declaring, that he had 


E 


received aſſurances he was intended to have a conſtant ſeat in 
Council, in the ſame manner as Sir Robert Fletcher. This not 
being a matter then to be diſcuſſed, little was ſaid upon the 
ſubject. He was ſhewn the commiſſion of government: He 
ſaid he wanted to ſee all the proceedings, that he might judge 
as an honeſt man, and a free agent. It was replied by one of 
the council, that this doctrine, of a military officer's being a 
free agent and entitled to know on what grounds orders were 
given, could not be admitted; that a military officer was bound 
to obey the legal orders he received from the proper authority 
iſſued in due form, and had no claim to know, whether thoſe 
orders were for good reaſons or not. At the ſame time he was 
told, that no information would be denied to him, or to any 
man in the ſettlement ; and that, probably, if the application 
had been made werbally inſtead of by letter, no difficulty would 
have been made to ſhewing him the whole proceedings. Colo- 
nel Stuart made a lame -excuſe for writing, ſaying, that he 
thought it was beſt to have every thing on paper. He ſaid he 
Had been miſunderſtood ; that he did not mean to diſpute the au- 
thority, but only wanted information for his private ſatisfac- 
tion. Mr. Ruſſel pointedly aſked Colonel Stuart, F he had ac- 
cepted the command agreeably to the orders of the Preſident and 
Council the preceding evening? He replied certainly; for he 
had received the ſalutes, and done all other things belonging to 
the office. He then declared, he was ready to do what doe 
thought proper to direct, and aſred me what he was to do, I 
deſired him to iſſue the general orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's 
being under arreſt to all the out-garriſons. He pleaded very 
_ earneſtly ts delay it till morning. But when the neceſſity of it 


4 


632) 
Was urged to quiet the minds of officers, who might have re- 
ceived the circular letter from the notary public, he declared 
upon his honour, that, if we would detain the tappies he would 
i ue them that night. The tappies were accordingly ordered 
to be detained, and the Secretary promiſed to ſend ſome aſſiſ- 
tants to the Adjutant General for the quicker diſpatch of thoſe 
orders. 8 5 20.8 


« Between ſeven and eight o'clock at night I went from the 
fort-houſe, with Colonel Stuart, to my chaiſe. On the iſland, 
between the two bridges, I ſaw Lieutenant Colonel Edington, 
the Adjutant General, come running aſlant the road, from the 
fouthern ſide, towards the chaiſe; Suppoſing he wanted to 
ſpeak to us, I reined in the horſes; and when Edington got 
near their heads, he waved his naked ſword and cried Seapoys, 
whereupon a party of Seapoys came from behind the trees on 
the other ſide, and Captain Lyſaught, with a piſtol in his 


hand came up to the chaiſe from that ſide, and ſaid to me, 


& You ore my priſoner,” or words to that effect; and then Colo- 
nel Stuart /e:zed hold of my arm, and ſaid, Go, Sir,“ or © Go 
e out, Sir,” and an orderly Serjeant drove away the ſervant, 
who was behind the chaiſe with my ſword; I was then con- 
ducted by Captain Lyſaught to Mr. Benfield's poſt-chaiſe, Cap- 
| tain Lyſaught opened the chaiſe door, and an orderly Serjeant 
came out of it, I was told to get into it, and Captain Lyſaught 
came in alſo, keeping the piſtol in his hand, and there was an 
orderly Serjeant behind the chaiſe. As we paſſed the Seapoy 
guard, at the Company's Garden-houſe, Captain Lyſaught ſaid 

« My Lord, you muſt on no account call out,“ or words to that 


1 


effect. When we had arrived near to the Long Tank, about 
three miles from town, he told me, that he was carrying me 
to the Mount, to deliver me into charge of Major Horne, and 
that he acted under Colonel Stuart's orders. About this time he 
let down the blinds of the chaiſe. I expreſſed my fears for the 
ſafety of the people in the town; to which Captain Lyſaught 
replied, he believed Colonel Stuart had taken every neceſſary 
precaution « on that head. | 


« My farvants Aden me, Colonel Stuart returned to town in 


my chaiſe; and I underſtand, ſoon after, Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert 


Fletcher, &c. went thither; that they proceeded to the Con- 
ſultation Room, and were proclaimed on the parade, as Governor 
and Council, by Colonel Stuart, who, it is now ſaid, had before 
accepted the ſame appointment from them, which he had received 
From us; and this ſeems confirmed by his orders to Major Horne, 
delivered by Captain Lyſaught, which is the only orders Major 
Horne is permitted to give me a copy of: But, I muſt take 
notice, that in a ſubſequent order, ſigned George Stratton, 
Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale 
Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, is the follow- 
ing paragraph :. * As your laſt reſource in any attempt to reſtue 
Lord Pigot, his hfe muſt anſiver for it, and this you will fignify 
to him.“ The orders to OX Horne, by Captain Lylaught, 
follow, viz, | 


„ 


K 34 


re Major Horns, ati; than «Corps of Artillery at the | 
01 Mount. ; 


«SIR, 


es TE conſequence of the powers veſted in me for the public 


cc 


cc 


ſafety of the ſettlement, at this alarming criſis, I have ſe- 
cured the perſon of Lord Pigot, and have put his Lordſhip 
under the care of Captain Lyſaught, in order to be delivered 
over to you. Theſe are, therefore, to order you, Major 
Horne, to take the perſon of the ſaid Lord Pigot into your 


charge and cuſtody, until you ſhall receive further orders 


from the legal civil government, in and over this Preſidency 
of Fort St. George, to which, as to the repreſentatives of 
the Eaſt India Company, or of their Court of Directors, we 
are bound by our oath of RR to pay obedience. 


* His „ Lordikip 3 is conſtantly to be in view of ee or of 


an Officer under your command. But he is not permitted 
to carry arms, nor to correſpond or converſe upon matters 


which in any reſpect concern civil or military buſineſs; and 


in caſe of refuſal to conform to this order, the letters are to 


be ſtopped, or the perſon diſmiſſed with whom Tuck, conver- 


ſation i is held. 


4 It is needleſs to ſuggeſt to a perſon of your feelings, that 
Lord Pigot is to be treated with every mark of attention 
and reſpect, ſuited to the ſituation which the preſent exi- 


1 pency of affairs makes neceſſary. His Lordſhip's family 


6380 
«< and Great h are to be permitted to viſit and attend an but 
«© the number limited at your diſcretion. gin 


66 Theſe, Sir, 10 my orders and inſtructions to you, which 
nothing but an order of government, r een, ane to 
_« you, is to ſuperſede 3 in _ ee nn 


4 Given under My hand at "Fort St. Goon ge, 
« this 24th Auguſt, 1776. 


(Signed) „. JAMES STUART, 


« « By order of Goverdnical' acting Com- 
& mander in Chief of all the forces under 
“the Preſidency of Fort St. George, 

„ and alſo of the Garriſon within the 

* faid Fort.” | eee 

2 Mejor Horne, to be delivered by C. 1 gt, 

who is hereby ordered to take an acknowledge- 

« ment in writing from Major Horne, that he 
700 "URS received LEE Why into ap- charge, Gee. 


e A true copy of the orders delivered to me by Captain 
40h Ma un. 5 1 
+ (Signed) | 1 HORNE.” 


It muſt be needleſs to obſerve, that Colonel Quart hol ur- 5 
ten, if not delivered, theſe orders, when be made bit OR in 
5 w Conſultation Room. | | | 


sn | 
I remained in confinement-at the Mount from Saturday 
night the 24th to Fueſday the 27th, when, between eleven 

and twelve o'clock at night, Colonel Edington arrived with 
- freſh orders for my removal. I will leave other men to ſay 
bo patiently I bore my eonfinement, and with what propriety 
I conducted myſelf. Upon Colonel Edington's refuſing tr ſhew 
his orders, or to make known to me whether he was to conduct 
me, I thought it 'neceffary to declare, that I would not truſt my- 
felf with a traitor, who had male me priſoner, and that I would 


reel while life remained in me, Major Horne's prudence, and 


Colonel Edington's reflection, ſtopt this violence from pro- 
ceeding further; and, receiving a viſit from Sir Edward Hughes 
in the morning, I thought it prudent to demand the protection 

of the King's flag; and Sir Edward Hughes, in conſequence, 
demanded a ſafe conduct for me to his ſhip: But underſtand- 
ing from Sir Edward, that he could get no reply to this de- 
mand, I applied to the Mayor's court for a writ of Habeas 

Corpus; but the court does not n, itſelf 28 to grant 


ſuch a writ. 


: Ta 


3 eee eee events of chat en Wer dich I'was ſeized, 

were ſo unexpected, that none, but thoſe in the plot, were 
prepared for them. I have recommended. to all my friends, both 

civil and military, to be paſſive on the occaſion ; as the calamities 
of a civil war would be a much greater injury to the Com- 

| | pany”s intereſt, than the award diſtreſs ariſing from the Y 
pig ne e 25 of ey ; | 


. The dangerous erf of eng f in the Anery, to decide 
in a ſummary way on diſputes in Council, and on tlie ſenſe of 


1 
the Company's orders, needs not to be pointed out! it muſt occur 
to every mind. Before the new military regulations, no officer 
would have thought the orders of any military officer ſufficient 
authority to ſeize or detain the perſon of the Governor. But 


the independent powers, now granted to the military Com- 
mander in Chief, make men ſuppoſe, that the Governor's mi- 


| litary authority extends no further than his fort; and that they 


are equally warranted in detaining the Governor, as in detain- 
ing any other priſoner committed to their charge. Beſides, that 
making a diſtinct head to the military naturally tends to ſepa- 
rate the two corps, and to create an animoſity between the civil 
and military, 


« Tt is very proper to pay a particular attention to a letter from 
Sir Robert Fletcher, accompanying one from Colonel Stuart, 
concerning the neceſſity of half batta. I have no doubt this 
letter of Sir Robert was intended to throw out a bait to the 
army, and caſt an odium on me, for having recommended, that 
the half-batta at the out garriſons ſhould be ſtruck off, as the 
expences at the Preſidency are greater than at thoſe garriſons. 
This was accordingly done by the unanimous concurrence of 
all the members of Council, when the troops marched into 
Tanjour. But, ſince my confinement, the half-batta has been 
reſtored; and on Sunday the 25th of Auguſt, the following 
general orders were iſſued in garriſon by Mr. Stratton, &c. 


„The Preſident and Council being, upon the report of 
& Colonel Stuart, thoroughly ſatisfied with the conduct of 
« the officers and men, compoſing this garriſon, have em- 
% powered him to aſſure them, they ſhall meet with a pro- 
« per gratification,” | 


L 


| ( 38 ) 
Another circumſtance in Sir Robert Fletcher's letter, was his 
recommendation to remove all the Europeans out of garriſon, 
by which means having, as the event of Saturday the 24th has 
ſhewn, won over the commandants of the two battalions of 
Seapoys, doing duty here, viz. Edington __ _— the gar- 
riſon N have always been at his mercy." 


10 this relation of his Lordſhip's, I mall add Col. Stuart 8 report 


from Vol. I. P. 416. 


« Col. Stuart having requeſted to attend the board, in order 
& to lay ſome information before them, relative to his own 
<« ſituation ſince he was appointed to the chief command of 
( the forces by Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, 
«© and Lathom ; the Colonel is called in, and lays before the 
e board a copy of his letter to Lord Pigot, dated yeſterday, 
* and requeſts permiſſion to mention to the board what paſſed | 
& on the occaſion,” 


Here follows the letter inſerted Page 25. 


e J delivered this paper to his Lordſhip at the Garden 
© Houſe immediately after breakfaſt. His Lordſhip read it 
d attentively, and objected to the laſt part of it, as it had the 
te appearance of a bargain before I was to do my duty: He 
* gave me no ſatisfactory anſwer as to the communication 
« requeſted, though I waited- at home from nine o'clock to 
* one, in expectation to be called for that purpoſe. When 
& I went to dine at the Admiralty with Lord Pigot, I again 
© renewed the converſation, and urged the reaſonableneſs of 
© my requeſt: I obſerved that to treat me otherwiſe, it was 
_ * improper, from my rank and ſtation, as it was forcing me 


1 
® to execute orders blind-folded; however, that it was in his 
<« Lordſhip's power to refuſe it, and that I knew my duty, 
4 and would do it. I was ſummoned to attend Council that 
© evening at 6 o'clock, when, in the Council room, much 
ce converſation paſſed on various matters, and I again urged 
&* to his Lordſhip, in preſence of Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
« Stone, and Lathom, the propriety of giving me communi- 
te cation of what had paſſed, but to no effect. In particular, 
% recollect, that great pains were taken to obtain a publick 
c acknowledgment of the authority of that part of the Coun- 
« cil then aſſembled, by my ordering officially the Adjutant- 
« General to publiſh to the army the orders of the 23d, 
whereby I was appointed Commander in Chief, and Sir 
Robert Fletcher was put under arreſt.” * 


„Z Gt F We __ 


Colonel Stuart's report of the manner in which he execute 
the orders given him in the minute of Conſultation of the 
23d Auguſt, 1776, vol. 2, p. 239. | 


« AS ſoon as I had an opportunity of being well informed of 
the general ground upon which the late majority (who now 
compoſe the government) had ſeparated themſelves from Lord 
Pigot, and the gentlemen who had adhered to him, ſome 
. particulars of which were ſignified to the public and to me, : 
by the letter of Auguſt 234, directed to me by the notary 
public, Mr. Bromley, I did not hefitate to conclude it my | : 
duty to obey their orders; and in this view I had no difficulty 
WE ee) in 


* Colonel Stuart does not deny his having declared, pon his honour, that he would 


| ; ES | iſſue theſe orders to the adjutant general. 
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— — — — — — cor oy ann 2b Qniee 
. 
: 


( 49 ) 


in determining what part I was to act at the time when 1. re- 


ceived from Mr. Stratton the order contained in their minute 


of conſultation of Auguſt 23d. In conſequence of the power 
veſted in me by that minute, I forthwith formed the plan of 
putting this fortreſs into the poſſeſſion of, what I conſidered to 


be, the legal government, with as little danger and confuſion - 
as poſſible. The principal officer of the garriſon and neigh- 
bourhood, who, as I ſuppoſe, had received the ſame informa- 


tion from the proteſt circulated by the notary public, Mr. 


Bromley, gave a ready concurrence on their part to aſſiſt me. 


It became an object of great importance, towards the public 


peace of the ſettlement, to ſecure the perſon of Lord Vigot. 
My own knowledge of the man, and what I heard from others 
of his violent haſiy temper, made his arreſt neceſſary in my 


opinion; and I had taken meaſures to arreſt him even in the 


fort, had it been neceflary. But 7 /hall ever think it a fortu= 


nate circumſtance, that I was not driven to this neceſſity. After 
the Fort-Adjutant had delivered to me, by order of Lord 
Pigot, the general orders of the 23d Auguſt, appointing me 
to the command of the army, I went in the evening to the 
fort- ſquare, at Lord Pigot's deſire, to meet him. We had 
ſome converſation apart, the ſubſtance of which was, That He 


conſidered my having received the general orders without ob- 
jection, as an acknowledgment of the authority by which they 


were publiſhed. On my part, without contradicting that 
pofition, I told his Lordſhip, that I owed to the Court of 


c Directors the obligation of being next in command to Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher; and I preſſed his Lordſhip to allow me com- 


munication of the records. He gave no preciſe anſwer, but 


G4) ä 
aſked me to ſupper, as he ſaid, with his. "TE : which I 1 
promiſed to do, provided he gave me his word, that nothing | PE 
of buſineſs ſhould be talked of. Meflrs. Stone, Dalrymple, "on 
- Lathom?*, and the Sub-Secretary, Mr. Baine, were of the party. 
Next morning the 24th Auguſt, I thought proper to write Lord 
Pigot a letter, again requeſting communication. of the records | 
before I was called upon for any executive act as Commander | 1 
in Chief, This letter I delivered, after breakfaſting with him WE 
at his garden-houſe. He read it with ſeeming attention; did | 
not deny the reaſonableneſs of the requeſt ; but objected to the 1 
manner, as it looked like making a bargain before I conſented to | 
do my duty. He ofted me to dinner. I waited at home from 
nine o'clock till one, in expectation of being called to councilf. I 
then went to the houſe called the admiralty, and again urged 
my requeſt to be informed from the records of the grounds 
that had given riſe to the honour conferred upon me in general 
orders, I had no anſwer that gave me any ſatisfaction. After 
dinner was over Lord Pigot aſked me to ſup. I enquired par- 
ticularly whether he ſupped in 79wn or at the garden-houſe. He 
told me in the country, but that he would fee me at fix in fort- 
ſquare. About five in the afternoon I received a note from the 
Sub- Secretary, Mr. Baine, deſiring my attendance on Council 5 
at ſix o*clock. By this time I had entirely compleated my plan, 
and had entruſted the execution of it to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edington the Adjutant-General, to Captain Lyſaught then in 


the garriſon?, and to Major Horne commanding the corps of 
: artery 


2 e dy yn ee Egg — 


1 
— — — 
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Mr. Lathom was not preſent. 

+ His letter mentions that he did not think Mee entitled to a feat in Council, 
vide p. 25. 

1 C. Lyſaught was not doing duty in the Garriſon, but was there on 1. of ahhſeuce. 


NM 


* 


4 


Wo | artillery at the Mount. The firſt gentleman I ordered to poſt 
= | himſelf at a certain place on the road, with a few Seapoys, to 
OY ſtop the carriage, in which he would ſee Lord Pigot and me, to 
| | diſperſe the attendants, and to arreſt Lord ch in the name 
| | ; of government. 


| 
| | J ordered Captain Lyſaught to be near at hand with a chaiſe, 
| peu. 7 and an orderly ſerjcant, to convey Lord Pigot to Major Horne's 
| | at St. Thomas's Mount, and gave him my orders and inſtruc- 
| tions for the Major. I poſted another officer near Lord Pgot's 
| | : guard at the garden-houſe, to prevent their getting under arms 
8 = | in caſe of an alarm. Having made this diſpoſition, I went to 
| Council, where Lord Pigot arrived half an hour after ſix. There 
were preſent Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, Lathom, Mr. 
| 4 Secretary Sulivan, and Mr. Baine. But they did not ſeem to 
1 | | be regularly met, or ſitting as a Board. Lord Pigot retired - 
= 1 with one or two gentlemen for ſome minutes, and then brought 
in his hand a parchment, which he called the commiſſion of go- 
vernment, in order to convince me there was no power in the 
Council to diſmiſs or ſuſpend the Governor. There was much 
converſation upon this and other ſubjects, which I confe eſs in- 
duftriouſly ſpun out to gain time till it was dark. The utmoſt 
- efforts of Lord Pigot and the gentlemen were uſed to obtain 
an avowed acknowledgement of their authority by ſome public 
| | 1 act 


—— 
© 


* Lord Pigot was ſo entretiched in the Conſtitution, the commiſſion of government 
declaring he could not be removed but by the Court of Direfors, that ne had no ap- 
prehenflons although enough paſſed in this conference to raiſe ſuſpicions of Col. 
Stuart, I do not ſuppoſe any man but thoſe in the plot could have ſuſpected that Col. 
Stuart would have ſeized his 9 $ cles. 5 
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act on my part. Particularly they deſired, that 1 ne as 
Commander in Chief, direct the Adjutant General to publith in 

general orders to the army, the reſolution of Council, whereby 

Sir Robert Fletcher was put in arreſt, and I was appointed to 

the command. I repeated at full length the hardſhip of 

obliging me to take this, or any other ſtep, without giving me 
communication of the reaſon of their proceedings, adding, that 

I conſidered it as a right peculiar to the officer commanding the 
Forces, who, from his tation, is entitled to a ſeat in Council. 

Mr. Dalrymple and others in anſwer ſaid, it was my duty to 

obey. 1 fought off the beft way I could* ; and a great deal of 

vague converſation followed, the particulars of which very poſ- 

ſibly Mr. Secretary Sulivan may recollect. It was now about 

half after eight, and Lord Pigot had agreed to drive me to the 
garden-houſe in his chaiſe. The Adjutant General ſtopped the 

chaiſe according to orders, and 7 told Lord Pigot that he muſt 

go with Captain Lyſaught, who accordingly delivered him over 

to Major Horne. I then ſent the Adjutant General to, the | 
houſe where the ſeven members of Council were aſſembled, to „ 
acquaint them that every thing was ready for their reception in | 
the fort-ſquare. I returned myſelf to the fort, where I found 

Every one in the beſt diſpoſition to ACKNOWIENGE their authority. 


1 do not take any minute notice here of Mr. Ruſſell's con- 
duct, in attempting to give orders to the main: guard in my 
preſence, and in the preſence of almoſt all the officers in tte 
garriſon. I was under the neceſſity of forcing him from the 
parade, in order to bring him before Council, where I wiſhed 
he ſhould remain till he heard what I had to ſay upon the | 


* Vide Lord Pigot's narrative, p. 29. 


3 (44) = 
| ? | occaſion, the particulars of which appear upon the minutes of 
' conſultation of the 24th at night. 


| The Board having information, that underhand practices 
were made uſe of to draw the ſoldiery from their duty. 
which they had reaſon to believe were encouraged by the 
local reſidence of Lord Pigot, they empowered me to tale 
ſuch meaſures as I R__ proper, Io remove his Lordſhip to 


 Chingleput. 


«© On the 26th I ordered Major Cook thither to receive his 
Lordſhip, and to provide the neceſſary things for his Lordſhip's 
convenience; and on the 27th I alſo ordered Lieutent Colonel 
Edington to proceed to St. Thomas's Mount, and concert 
meaſures with Major Horne, that without the leaft no iſe and 
difturbance to the Ladies* of Lord Pigot's family, he might be 
conveyed in a chaiſe along with Lieutenant Colonel Edington to 
Chingleput. As to what paſſed on this occaſion, I refer to 

| Lieutenant Colonel Edington and Serjeant Shaw's affidavits. 


Is cannot cloſe this narrative without adding my ſatisfaction 
at having had an opportunity, in the preſence of the Council 
and all the officers of the garriſon aſſembled on the 24th at 
night, to declare my ſentiments upon the nature of a free go- 
vernment, under the auſpices of the Britiſh conſtitution ; that it 
conſiſted in the due ſubordination of the military to the civil 
* The idea that the Ladies of Lord Pigot's Family would be leſs diſturbed by their 


| Father's being carried off in the night, than by removing his Lordſhip in the day, muſt 
eonfirm the ſuſpicion that there wereother reaſons for this unſeaſonable attempt to remove 


him, : 
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power*, This declaration I made in the name of all the offi- 
cers of the garriſon then preſent, to which they unanimouſly 
aſſented. Were it neceſſary to bring additional proofs of my 
real ſentiments at this criſis, I might refer fo my converſation 


in preſence of a large company next day, aſſembled at dinner 


at the Governor's in the Fort Square; and the public too 1 
gave on that occaſion unanimouſly approved by the civil and 
military ſervants then preſent, It was, © Juſtice to the army, 
+ while ſubordinate to the civil power! 


Though a ſoldier 3 of twenty- nine years W 
J never one moment loſt fight of the bleſſings of civil liberty, and 
T ſhall ever ęſteem it the moſt fortunate circumſtance in my life, 
to have been in any degree the inſtrument of recovering the legal 
authority of the Company's repreſentatives ; and I am ready to 
riſk my all to ſupport and maintain the effablifhed conſtitution 
according to my oath of fidelity as a ſervant of the Honourable 
Company. | 

JAMES STUART.” 


(A true copy.) R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Letter from the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, to 
Governor Wynch and his Council, dated 5th Dec. 1775, ſigned 
by all but Mr. Barwell. We 


* A proofof this ſubordination of the military to the civil power i is Col. Stuarts being 
appointed to command the garriſon of Fort St. George inſtead of the Governor who had 


N p 


the N s Commiſſion, 


; 4 
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« We have attentively read and conſidered your letter of 
„ the 12th Auguſt laſt, together with all the proceedings 
« which you tranſmitted us reſpecting the late diſagreement 
« between your government and the Nabob of the Carnatic : 
© We are under extreme concern to obſerye theſe unhappy 
«* differences; they do not come under our cognoiſance, ei. 
* ther by the controuling powers veſted in us by the act of 
« Parliament, or the inſtruftions of the Court of Directors; 
and it cannot but be very unpleaſant to us to give our ſen- 
* timents on a matter ſo delicate, but as we have received a 
«like reference from the Nabob, we confider ourſelves volun- 
 * tarily choſen as arbitrators by each party, and ſhall there- 
fore gladly take this occaſion to offer our mediation; in 
« hopes that it may be the means of effecting a reconciliation 
between You and the Nabob. The occaſion not being 
*« ſought by us, but brought before us in a ſolemn and deli- 
berate appeal mutually made by you and the Nabob, we 
_ hope and expect that a deference will be paid to our judge- 
& ment. | , 


In forming our deciſion upon the points referred to us, 
« we have alloted a great conſideration to the ſever: orders 
« of the honourable the Court of Directors on the extent of 
the Nabob's authority, and the right of interference given 
« to your board. Theſe we have made the chief grounds of 
our opinion, which will be found entirely conliſtent with 
* them. 1 


We think that you have an undoubted right to offer 
„your advice to the Nabob on all matters, by which you 
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* apprehend that either the common 5 which the 
« Company poſſeſs with the Nabob in the Carnatic, or even 
« their ſeparate concerns, may be affected; but in all matters 
* which reſpect the internal government of the Carnatic, the 
« management and collection of its revenues, in a word, all 
_ * acts depending on him as the ſovereign of that country, he 

has the ſole right of deciding. You may adviſe, you may 

« remonſtrate, but can neither demand, inſiſt, or interpoſe 
any degree of authority, without breach of the poſitive 
„orders of the Company. The greateſt tenderneſs and 
_ « delicacy ſhould be obſerved in every communication with 
e the Nabob, This is a rule repeatedly enjoined, and in 


© the ſtrongeſt terms, by the honourable Court of Directors, 


e recommended by the example of the King W and 
** conſiſtent with the firicteſt policy. 


« But we are of opinion, that you hae departed from both 
« the aforementioned rules in your late proceedings towards 
„the Nabob; in the manner in which you have diſputed 
„his right to nominate his ſon Ameer ul Omrah to the 
command and government of Tanjore, in the ſevere re- 
« flexions which you have caſt upon the charatter of that 
« ſon, and the reproach and contempt with which you have 
<«« expreſſed your ſentiments of the Nabob's honour and un- 


derſtanding. 


The orders iſſued by you, forbidding all the Company's 
« ſervants and dependants from viſiting the Nabob, ww! bout 
a the-permſſion of the Preſident, was conſenant to the orders 
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a of the Company, and d agreeable to the former practice of 
8 your porecamennt.”" ” 


= Letter from Lord Pigot to the Court of Directors, dated 22d 
. 5 June, 1776, accompanying the draft of a general leiter propoſed 
| * | fo be ſent, Vide Vol. I. Page 268. | 


| 5 : \ ec The 8 is . draft of a letter which I PP 
« to be written to your Honours from your adminiſtration 
« here, but the majority of the Council not conſenting there- 

F | * to, I think it incumbent on me to tranſmit it to you, and 

| #7 ſhall add, that was I /en/ible any part of my conduct, ſince 
my arrival here, had been improper, I would acknowledge 
| | % and endeavour to reftify it. But S am * I have 
1 = | = "WO done my duty, and my duty only. 


1 | The rt of your orders concerning Tanjore has given 
7 | | | « infinite ſatisfaction to the natives in general: The Nabob 
1 | | * was certainly not pleaſed ; but I am convinced he would 
| 0 acquieſce, had he not been miſled by evil counſellors, 


«The letter to Sir Edward Hughes, in which ſuch ap- 

: | e prehenſions are expteſſed of danger to the Nabob's perſon, 
. 8 * was not ſent till a week after the viſit, which it is pre- 
| 15 < tended gave riſe to thoſe apprehenfions ; and in the interval 
| J received a viſit from the Nabob's ſons, with a meſſage 
. of compliment from their father, The Nabob 1s — 


6490 
e ſenſible that his whole dependence is on your protection; 
« and I am under no doubt that I can be on good terms with 
him when ever I pleaſe ; but I think it more for your 
ce gignity and intereſt, that the Nabob ſhould firſt become 
* ſenſible of the impropriety of his conduct, in placing his 
e truſt in men, who have as little regard for his n as 
they have for yours. oy | N 


„ will go on as I have begun, ſtrongly recommending 
every meaſure that appears to me proper, and reſolutely 
maintaining that nothing ſhall be done, wm in my opinion, 

may involve your affairs i i unn, 


0 i * — . * 


* Letter from Lord Pigot to the Nabob, dated 2 5 June, 1776. 
| To the Naboh, 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, | 


I am to acknowledge the receipt of your Euer of the 22d 
and 26th ult. OUT”: | l 1 * 


I did ws that the impartial, the open and friendly manner 


in which I have conducted e towards your Highneſs, 
0: : | might 


* The Nabob's agent (original papers, &e. p-. 5.) ſays, There is a ſtrain of 
« ;»/olence in this letter, leſs worthy of the git of the Preſident, than ſuitable to the 
„rage of a diſappointed and paſſionate man.“ 
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wight have induced you to believe me incapable of an act of 
Injuſtice; and if I built not upon your approval of every part 
of my conduct in the execution of the Company's orders, I 
truſted that you could not fo generally complain thereof, as 
you do in your letter of the 26th, 


My efteemed * N be not fed up with the hopes that 
my employers will ever contradict their orders concerning 
Tanjore. Theſe orders are founded upon juſtice, from which 
they cannot. depart; and in the very firſt paragraph of the 
letter received lately from England by the Royal Henry, the 
Company expreſs their ſolicitude to have thoſe orders carried 


Wich reſpe& to Hanamantagoody, you are pleaſed to de- 
fire me to conſult the records; I have done fo, and find by 
= pour own inſtructions to M. Dupre, when he went to Tan- 
0 | ES jore in 1762, that Hanamantagoody was then in poſſeſſion of 
| | | | the Rajah, and therefore, in purſuance of the Company's 
orders, it appears to me, that it ought to be reſtored to the 

N. and I hope it will mr ſo your Highneſs, | 


On the 14th June it was 8 cc That it is the opinion 
I, « of the board, that the Nabob had a right to the govern- 


i I men ſhare of the crop in the Tanjore country, the produce 5 
* : : : : 66 of 


* The 6 858 in the draft of the letter was my deluded friend ; this * being 
objected to, his Lordſhip altered it to Sfcemed * 
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« of grain ſown during the time it was in his poſſeſſion ; and 
e that any mortgages he may have given on the ſame are 
. good.“ : | | ; J 


{Your Highneſs will be beſt judge what information from 


your Highneſs to me on this matter is neceſſary. 


Copy of a paper tranſmitted by Lord Pigot to the Court of Di- 


rectors, . 


Meaſures worthy the attention of the Court of Directors 


for the re- eſtabliſhment of good ang in their ſettle- 
ment at Madraſs. 


1. It is neceſſary that no room be left to doubt that a ma- 
jority of the Council cannot do an act of government without 
the Prefidents 


2. The new military regulations cannot be continued with- 


out total deſtruction to the Company, as the government is 


thereby at the mercy of the military commander in chief. 
The Governor ought to have at leaſt as much power over 
the military as formerly when the Company's affairs were 


conducted lo much to the honour of the nation and to their | 


benefit. 
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3- All appointments, military as well as civil, ought to 
be in the Preſident and Council, at the recommendation of 


the Governor. 


4. It has been queſtioned whether the Preſident and Coun- 
eil can bring the military commander in chief to a court- 
martial, without calling officers from the other Preſidencies, 
to try him? and the authority of the Governor to put him 
in arreſt, even whilſt in garriſon, is poſitively denied, not- 


withſtanding the Company's orders are clear on this head; 


but it is alledged the new regulations have ſuperſeded all an- 
tecedent orders. i 


5. One great cauſe of the confuſion in the Company's 
affairs here, is the Nabob's debt to individuals: The orders 
he has granted on different diſtricts amount to more than two 
millions (C. 2,000,000) ſterling ; great part of this is due 
to Europeans for fums lent and other money tranſactions 
which are contrary to the expreſs orders of the Company, 
But it is pretended theſe orders are now ſuperſeded by the 
act of Parliament. This ought to be put an effectual ſtop to, 
and it is to be feared before any remedy can be applied, the 
debt will be greatly encreaſed. The ſum abovementioned 
is not the whole of the Nabob's debt, but only of wha' he 
has given orders for payment during the laſt year. Thoſe 


orders are nearly equal to the amount of his annual re- 


venues. 
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6. The Company very judiciouſly gave orders. that all the | 
Nabob's troops ſhould be diſbanded.* It will be neceſſary to 
repeat this order, as the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal fay he is an independent Prince, and have reſolved 
they will ſupport his rights by exerting, with effect, the | 
power veſted in them by the Legiſlatuge. It is the more 
neceflary theſe troops ſhould be diſbanded, as he has at leaſt 
150 European Officers who: have ſole out to India, and this 
is a growing evil. n 5 3 


7. Continuing the Jagueer under the Nabob, is very pre- 5 
judicial to the Company's intereſt it is indeed generally . 
ſuppoſed the Nabob pays a larger ſum than the country is at 
preſent able to bear, but it can never be the Company's in- 
tereſt to diſtreſs the inhabitants; and under good manage- 
ment it is very capable of great improvement. If the Jagueer 
is taken from the Nabob, he will be induced to' remove 
from Madraſs, which will be attended with many gocd 
| conſequences, 


8. The dener regulation in the Company's ſervice, thit 
all intercourſe with the Country Government ſhould be con- 


fined to the Preſident, is very neceſſary to be confirmed, as 4.25 = | 
queſtions have ariſen concerning the validity of that re- + | 
gulation. 


9. It is very injurious to the natives to permit Europeans, 
or Chriſtians, of any denomination to be concerned in the 


* The Company having engaged ſo to do, Vide Vol, I. P. 324 and 32a 
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farms, and it will alſo be productive of many inconveni- 
encies to the Company, as well as oppreſſions to the in- 


habitants. 


10. Selling the waſte lands belonging to the Company, is 
a meaſure calculated to ſerve private purpoſes at the Com- 
pany's expence : Where lands are wanted for occupancy, they 
ought to be granted at a ſmall quit-rent, with a power of re- 
demption, on paying the fair value of improvements. 


